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HELLENIC REPUBLIC

COMPETITION COMMISSION

Athens, 26 January 2021

PRESS RELEASE
Subject: Decision concerning the compliance of the company ARGOS SA Press
Distribution Agency with the operative part of the HCC Decision no. 687/2019,
pursuant to Article 25(5) of Law 3959/20111

The Plenary of the Hellenic Competition Commission (“HCC”’) convened on 14, 20 and
27 July 2020 in order to review, upon the basis of the relevant Statement of Objections,
pursuant to Article 25(5) of Greek Law 3959/2011 (‘Greek Competition Act’)?, the
compliance of the company ARGOS SA Press Distribution Agency (“ARGOS”) with
the operative part of the HCC Decision no. 687/20193%.

The Plenary of the HCC had decided unanimously, by its Decision no. 687/2019
concerning the press distribution market in Greece®, to order interim measures vis-a-vis
the said company, in view of the urgency to directly prevent an imminent threat of
irreparable harm to the public interest, and after having considered that an infringement
consisting in an abuse of ARGOS’ dominant position in the press distribution market
was likely and probable. The HCC Decision no 687/2019 was published on 15.05.2020
(GG B’ 1852/15.05.2020).

! See here.

2 See. here HCC’s press release on 28™ May 2020 in Greek and here HCC’s press release on 29" May 2020 in English.
3 See here HCC Decision no 687/2019.

4 See here HCC’s press release regarding its Decision no 687/2019 in Greek and here HCC’s press release regarding its
Decision no 687/2019 in English.

5 See here with regard to the initiation of a regulatory intervention procedure (market investigation) in the press
distribution sector in Greek, and here in English. See, also here & here with regard to HCC Decision no 39/2019 in
Greek ko here in English.


https://www.epant.gr/apofaseis-gnomodotiseis/item/1285-apofasi-720-2020.html
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https://¬www¬.epant.gr/apofaseis-gnomodotiseis/item/919-apofasi-687-2019.html
https://www.epant.gr/enimerosi/deltia-typou/item/730-deltio-typou-ekdosi-apofasis-epi-tis-aftepa¬ggeltis-lipsis-as¬f¬alis¬ti-kon-metron.html
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https://www.epant.gr/enimerosi/deltia-typou/item/1271-deltio-typou-apofasi-tis-epitropis-antagonismoy-gia-tin-ekkinisi-diadikasias-kanonistikis-paremvasis-ston-klado-dia¬no¬mis-ty¬pou-symfona-me-to-arthro-11-tou-n-3959-2011.html
https://www.epant.gr/en/enimerosi/press-releases/item/1273-press-release-decision-for-the-initiation-of-a-regulatory-intervention-procedure-market-investigation-in-the-press-distribution-sector-in-accordance-with-article-11-of-law-3959-2011.html
https://www.epant.gr/enimerosi/deltia-typou/item/618-deltio-typou-gnomodotisi-gia-tin-dianomi-typou.html
https://www.epant.gr/apofaseis-gnomodotiseis/item/617-gnomodotisi-39-2019.html
https://www.epant.gr/apofaseis-gnomodotiseis/item/617-gnomodotisi-39-2019.html

After having reviewed the compliance of ARGOS with the operative part of the HCC
Decision no. 687/2019, according to Article 25(5) of Law 3959/2011, the HCC decided

the following:

A. Concludes, by majority, that ARGOS did not comply with the HCC Decision no.
687/2019, as defined in points 11.1.3, 1.2 and I1.3 of the operative part of that Decision

and particularly:

1. Non compliance of ARGOS with point 11.1.3 of the operative part of the Decision no.
687/2019, due to the delay in repaying withheld amounts as regards sixteen (16)
publishing companies, for the period from 01.01.2020 up until 18.02.2020 at the latest.

2. Non compliance of ARGOS with point I1.2 of the operative part of the Decision no.
687/2019, for failing to initiate negotiations with one (1) publishing company, for the
period from 06.12.2019 up until 28.02.2020.

3. Non compliance of ARGOS with point 11.2 of the operative part of the Decision no.
687/2019 for not taking into account in the context of the negotiations with one (1)
publishing company the risk of that company’s financial sustainability, for the period from
06.12.2019 up until 28.02.2020.

4. Non compliance of ARGOS with point 11.2 of the operative part of the Decision no.
687/2019 for not keeping and not procuring to the HCC minutes of the negotiations with
seven (7) publishing companies for the period from 25.01.2020 up until 27.07.2020.

5. Non compliance of ARGOS with point 11.3 of the operative part of the Decision no.
687/2019 for not distributing the media titles of one (1) publishing company in

accordance with the contractual terms of the previous commercial policy of ARGOS.

A.1l. Imposes, by majority, a total fine of €6.071,19 on ARGOS for the aforementioned

infringements.

A.2. Threatens, by majority, ARGOS with a fine, in case the HCC confirms the

continuation or the repetition of the infringements established above.

B Does not impose, unanimously, a fine on ARGOS for failing to initiate negotiations
with one (1) publishing firm, as referred to in point A(2) above, according to point 11.2

of the operative part of the Decision no. 687/2019.



